SRI AUROBINDO AND ABSOLUTISM

Infinite is in truth the very presupposition of our knowledge
oE the finite and the limited. We know the finite as finite only
because we have in our mind a positive notion of the Infinite
(to which the finite is relative), however vague and inarticulate
that notion might be, just as we can know darkness as darkness
only because we have positive experience of light. The Absolute
is not indeed an idea which we manufacture with a view to
imparting some additional dignity and glory to our knowledge
and experience; it is rather organic to the very structure of our
intelligence. We fail to understand the world of experience if
we do not apply the notion of the Infinite. The relative world
stands self-condemned and betrays internal self-discrepancies
until it is exhibited as rooted in the Absolute and as a manifesta-
tion thereof. In our search after Truth we have to pass on
from the world to God, from the finite to the Infinite, not
because the former is, but because the former is not, i.e.y
because the former cannot be comprehended except with
reference to the latter. (See Pringle Pattison's 'Idea of God',
p. 250).

But there are some philosophers who, having admitted that
the notion of the Absolute is a positive notion and is the pre-
supposition of our Knowledge of the relative world, declare that
this Absolute is, at any rate, entirely unknown and unknowable.
We are aware only of the "that" of the Absolute but not of its
"what". We are constrained to believe that the Absolute exists,
but we have no means at our disposal to know what its positive
nature is. We obtain all our knowledge by means of com-
parison, assimilation and discrimination.  Now these psycho-
logical processes when applied to the Infinite would at once
reduce it into a finite and relative object, so that the process of
knowing the Infinite may be said to involve a finitisation of the
Infinite. Now, even though it may be admitted that there is
an element of truth in Agnosticism, still it is absurd to suggest
that the nature of the Absolute is a perfectly sealed book for us.
The Absolute may be inexhaustible and unfathomable, but It is
surely not completely inaccessible to our experience. Had the
Absolute been really unknowable, it, would have been a mere
abstraction of our thought and not a concrete reality. We can
affirm the reality of a thing only in so far as we have an inkling
into its nature. "That" can hardly be separated from "what" ;

existence stripped of all positive content necessarily passes over
into non-existence which, taken in an absolute sense, is a word
without signification.
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